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PHYLLIS BING.

Bynopsia—In the village of Bing-
viile thirtssn-yenr-old Robert Wm-
met Moran, erippled mon of a poor
widow, Is known as the Shepherd

of the Birds, His world 1a his
' mothar and frionds, hia Nttls room,
the flower garden of Judge Crooler,
and every fiying thing ho seas from
his window. The painting of plo-
| tures \» his enjoyment, and lttle
Paullne Paker, amall dnughter of
A nelghbor, the object of his boyish
aAffection. To him, J. Patterson
Bing, the first oltizen of Bingville,
Is the ideal of a really great man.
The village bscomen money ad,
reflscting the great world In Ita
slate of unrest. The Bing family
is n leader In the change. To them
the village has hecoma *“provin.
clal” The butoher and baker and
candlentick-maker all raine thelr
pricen. Bvon Hiram Blenkinaop,
the town drunkard, wotrks hard for
A maonth. The Old Epirit of Bing-
ville Is summarily fired. The frst

citizon builds an addition to his
" manalon, [

| CHAPTER TWO—Continued.
| e

Isrnel Bneed, the plumber, was
working with his men on a job at Mil-
lerton, but he took on tha plumbing
Yor the Bing housoe extenslon, at prices
mbove all precedent, to be done as
soon as he could get to it on his re-
turn, The butcher and grocer had Im-
iproved the opportunity to ralse thelr
‘prices, for Bing never questioned a
bill. He set the pace. Prices stuck
fwhere he put the peg. So, unwitting-
ly, the mlilllonaire hnd created condl-
tlons of life that were extremely dif-
flcult, .
| #ince prices had gone up the vil-
llnge of Bingville had been running
down at the heel. It had been at best
and, In the maln, a rather shiftless
and Inert community, The weather
hud worn the paint off many houses
before thelr owners hud seen the need
of repainting. Not until the raln
drummed on the floor was the average,
drowsy intellect of Bingville roused to
arctlon on the roof. It must be sald,
however, that every one was busy,
overy dany, except Hiram Blenklinsop,
who often Indulged In ante mortem
slumbers In the graveyard or went out
on the river with his dog Christmas,
The
people were selling goods, or teaming,
or working In the two hotels or the
machine shop or thes electric light
plant or the mill, or k. eping the hay
off the lawns, or bullding, or teaching
in the schools, The gardens were
largely dependent on the spasmodie
industry of schoolboys and old men.
Ho 1t wlll be seen that the work of the
community had little effect on the sup-
ply of things necessary to life. In-
'deed, a general habit of extravagaoce
{had been growing In the village. Peo-
ple were pot so careful of food, fuel
nnd ¢lothing as they had been.

It was a wet summer In Blngville,
{The duy after the ralns begano, Pro-
ifessor Renfrew called at the Jouse of
the sniffy Snodgrass—the pouvean
Irlvhe and opulent earpgnter, He asat
lreading the morning paper with a new
[dtamond ring on the third floger of his
{left hand.
| “My roof is leaking badly and it
will have to be fixed st once,” the pro-
feasor announced,

“'m sorry, I ean't do a thing for
tyou now,” saild Snodgrass. “T've got
1"“‘ much to do, T don't know which
iway to turn*™

“But you'ra not working this rainy
dny, are you?” the professor msked

“No, and I don't propose té¢ work in
ithis railn for anybody: if 1 4id I'd fix
my own roof, To tell you the truth, I
don't have to work at all] I ealeulate
|that T've got all the monay I need. Bo,
when It rains, 1 Intend to yest and get
acquainted with my family.”

e wns firm but In no way disagres-
able about It
' Some of the half-dosen men who, in
ke trouble, callad on him for help
thnt day were Inclined to reseat his
decinration of Independence snd his
devotlon to lelsure, but really Mr
Snodgrasa wnn well within his righta
+ Jt was n more rerious matter when
Judge Crooker's plumbing lenked and
flooded bia kitchen and cellar, Israsl
Sneed was in Millerton every day and
working overtime more or less. He
refuged fo put a hand on the judge's
pipes, He wus sorry but he couldn't
make n horse of himself and even i
bo could the Ume was past when he
had to do It Judge Crooker brought
a plumber from Harelmead, sixty
milen In & metarcar, and had to pay

enty « dollsem. for time, labor and
This mechavic declared
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' The Prodigal Village

By Irving Bacheller

history of the next week or so. Never
hiad there been such a bursting of
pipes and flooding of cellars, That
little Inke up In the hilly which sup-
plied the water of Blugville seamed to
have got the common notion of moving
Into the viliage. A doxen cellars were

turted Into swimming pools, Modern
Improvementa were golng out of com-
misgion, A committee went to Hazel-
meard and after a week's pleading got
u palr of young and Inexperienced
plumbers to come to Bingville,

“They must 'a" plugged ’‘em with
gold,” sald Deacon Hosley, when the
bill nrrived,

New lenks were forthcoming, but
Hiram Blenkinsop concelved the no-
tion of stopping them with poultices
of white lend and bandages of ennvas
bound with fine wire. They dripped
nnd many of the plpes of Bingyville
looked an If they were suffering from
sprained ankles and sore throats, but
Hirnm bad prevented another deluge.

The price of conl had driven the
veopla of Biogvilla back to the woods
tor fuel. The old wood stoves had
been clenneéd and set up In the sitting
rooms and kitchens, The saving had
been consldernble, Now, g0 many men
were putting »n thelr time on the
house and grounds of J, Pattergon
Bing and the new factory at Millerton
that the local wood denler found it
Impoesible to get the help he needed,
Not twenty-five per cent of the orders
on his hooks could be filled,

‘Mr. Bing's house was finlshed In Oc-
tober. Then Snodgrass announced
that he wns pgolng to take It
ensy, an hecame n man of his opu-
lence, He had bohght a farm and
would only work three days n weok at
his trade. Sneed had also bought n
farm and acquired a feeling of opu-
lence, He wans going to work when
he felt llke It. Befors he tackled any
teaking pipes he proposed to make a
few lepks In the deer up In the Adiron-
dncks, So the roofs and the plumbiog
had to walt.

Mennwhile, Bingville was In sore
trouble. The anclent roof of Its re-
spectabllity had begun to leak. The
beams and rafters In the house of its
spirit were rotting away. Many of
the Inhabltants of the latter regarded
the great J. Putterson Bing with a
kind of awe—Ilke that of the Shep-
herd of the Birds. He was the leading
citizen. He had done thinga, When
J. Patterson Bing decided that rest or
fresh alr was better for him than bad
musle and dall prayers and sermons,
and that God was really not much con-
cerned as to whether a man sat In a
péw or a rocklng chalr or & motorear
on Sunday, he was, probably, quite
right. Really, It was a matter much
more important to Mr. Bing and his
pelghbors than to God. Indeed, it Is
not at all lkely that the ruler of the
universe wa# worrylng much about
them. But when J. Patterson Blog de-
clded In favor of fun and fresh alr, R.
Purdy—drugglist—made n llke decl-
glon, aod"R. Purdy was a man of com-
manding Influence In his own home.
His daughters, Mabel and Gladys, and
his son, Richard, Jr., would not have
been purprised to see him elected
Pregldent of the United States, some
day, belleving that the bonor was only
for the truly great. Soon Mrs, Purdy
stood alone—a hopeless minority of
one—in the bousehold. By much
pleading and pagging, she kept the
children In the fold of the church for
a time but, by and by, grew weary of
the effort. Bha was converied by nerv.
ous exhuustion to the plenle Bunday,
Her consclence worrled her. Bhe reals
ly felt sorry for God and made sundry
remarks calculated to appeass and
comfort Him,

Now, all this would seem to have
been In Itsblf a matler of slight lm.
portance. But Orville Oates, the -
perintendent of the mill, and John
Seaver, atlorney nt law, and Robert
Brown, the grocer, and Pendleton
Ames, who kept the book and station-
ery store, and Willlam the
clothler, and Darwin 8l the butcher,
and Bnodgrass, (he curpenter, and oth.
ars bad Joined the plenie carmvan led
by the millionnive. These good pep-
pla would not have admitted it, but
the truth Is J, Patterspn Bing held
them all In the hollow of his hand,
Nobody outside bis own family had
any affection for him. Ouotwardly, he
was af hard ns nalla, But he owned
the bank and controlled credits and
was an extravagant buyer. He had
given freely for tho lmprovement of
the village and the nelghboring city of
Haselmond. His family was the court
circle of Bingville, Conscloualy or un-
conselously, the best peopla Lumitated
the Bings. :

Crooker was, one day, dis

Sundays he made thig remark:
“George Meredith once wrota to his
pon that he would need the help of
religion to got safely beyond the
stormy passions of youth. It is very
'.l'n‘! [ll

The historlan was reminded of this
saying by the undertow of the lfe
currenta In Blogville,

The dances in the Normal school
and In the homesgnf the well-to.do
were Imitations of the great party at
J, Patterson Bing's. The costumes of
certaln of the young Indicas were, to
quote A clause from the postars of the
Messre. Bamuom and Balley, still cling-
Ing to the billboard: “the most daring
nud amasing bareback perfortnances
i the history of the eclreus riog.”
I'hyllis Bing, the unrivaled metropoll-
tan performer, set the paee, It was
distinetly too mapld for her followers.
If one may say it kindly, she wns ns
cold nnd heartless and beautiful in her
nct as a plece of bronge or Itallan
miarble. Bhe wns not ashamed of her-
soelf, She did It so easily and grace-
fully and unconsc¢iously snd obliging-
ly, 8o to speak, aa If her lcense bad
never been guestioned. It waas not so
with Vivign Mend and Frances Smith
und Paullne Baker, They Hmped and
struggied In their efforts to keep up,
To bezin with, the art of thelr
modiste had been fussy, lmitative and
timid. Tt lacked the master touch,
Thelr spirits were also impibperly pre-
pared for such publiclty. They blushed
and looked apologies and wers visibly
pncomfortable when they entered the
dnnce hall,

On this point, Judge Crooker dellv-
ered n famous opinion, It swas: “I feel
sorry for those girls, but thelr mothers
ought to be spanked|”

There 18 evidence that this sentence
of hils was carried out In due time and
fn n most efectunl manner. But the

“We Never Tell Father Anybhing—
Men Don’t Understand®

works of art which thess mothers Bad
put on exhibition atthe Normal school
sprang into overwhelming popularity
with the young men and thelr cards
were quickly flled. Io half an hour,
they had ceased to blush, Thelr oyes
no longer spoke apologles. They were
pew women, Thelr initiation was
compiete. They had become, ln the
language of Judge Crooker, “perfect
Phyllistines "

Tha dancing tried to be as naughty
a8 that remarksable Phyllistinlan pas
time at the mansion of the Bings and
wucceaded well, If not handsomely.
The modern dances and dresa were
uow definitely established In Blog-
ville,

Just before the holldays, the exten-
sion of the nmple home of the milllon-

Phyills, who had been baving a fling
in New York, came home for the holl

p were muny
men o the village whom she dida't
ecare to bave in ber house. Ho it be
came a ted i

Judge
m&m:ﬁ-. ﬁzlﬂbmj

e A |l

and water plpes and ursloss bathrooms
and outrngeous costa, Phyills sat In

gay nothing,"” sald Phyllle. "We never
tell father anything—men don't un-
derstand.”

Bome of the girla smiled and looked
into one another's eyen.

There had been a curlous undercur-
rent In the party. It did not break the
sturface of the stream uotll Mra, Blng
nsked Mrs. Pendloton Ames, “Where
is Paullne Baker?

A #llence fell upon the group arovnd
her.

Mre. Ames leaned toward Mrs, Bing
and whispered, "Haven't you heard
the news?™

“No, 1 had to scold Susan Crowder
and Martha Featherstraw os soon as [
got here for neglecting thelr work and
they've hadly spoken to me since,
What s 17"

“Pauiine Baker han run away with
a strange young maen” Mrs, Ames
whispered.

Mrs. Bilng threw op both hands,
opened her mouth and looked toward
the celling.

“You don't mean ILI" sha gasped

“Don't toll father!™

(TO BE CONTUNUED.)

CATFISH CLIMB SMOOTH WALL

Ceortain Bpecles Equipped With a Pe-
cullar Suction Apparatus That
Makes Feat Really Eany.

An Interesting account of the cllmb-"
ing catflsh of Colombia (Arges mar
moratus) was publiehed a few years
ago by R. D, O. Johnson. These fish
can c¢limb, by meuns of suction ap-
parntus, pot only up the steeply-ln-
clined bed of mountaln torrent, but
even up & emooth, vertical surface.
Mr. Johnson saw some of them cllmb
n verticnl distance of 18 feet In half
an hour, up a wall of rock over which
trickled a thin film of water

In connection with a recent publica-
tion of this article, G. K. Noble states
that other specles of fizh ere known to
elimb inethe same manner. Several of
these occur In the Himalaya. Nema-
chilus rupleota, and perhaps other spe-
cles of mountaln cyprinids, adhere to
the rocks by means of thelr smooth
ventral skin and enlarged lips. The
silurld genera Pseudocheuels and
Glyptosternum c¢ling by means of a
well-devaloped abdominal sucker,

The mountaln torrents of the Hima.
lnya [ the nurgpery for many spe-
cies of Their tadpoles, ke
the fish, have become adapted to thelr
Mocution ; some ¢ling by means of thelr
llps and ventral museculaturs, while
others possess a well-developed ven-
tral sucker—=Sclentific American,

Armania First Christian Natlen,

The Armenians are . an Aryian mce
and probably emigrated from Burope
tnto Asdla Minor centuries before the
Cliristinn era. ‘Thelr language be-
longs to the Indo-European group of
lnpgunges. Thelr klng was converted
to Christianity as early as 801 A. D,
nnd Armenia then became the Orst
Christlan nation of the world, The
Armenian civilization imsa been estab-
lished for centuries, The position of
the country on the highway between
Asia ond Burope has suhjected it to
tnvaslon and subjugation at varlous
periods by the Assyrlans, Medes,
Greaks, Romans, Persians and Turks,
#rom the Fourteenth century to the
late war, the greatest part of Armenia
was under Turkish rula, Thelr en-
mity to the Turks rises from thelr
struggles as a natlon to be free, which
bave frequently been accompanied by
musancres of Armeninns.  America’s
tnterest nrises from sympathy with an
oppressed race that has for so long
upbeld Christian clvillzation in the
Near East, -

Sorved Him Right.

“The avernge American may have
a nasal accent,” sald Myron T, Her-
rlek, nt a dloner in Cleveland, “but
at least bhe doesn't app tha accent of
the English, Is there 80 ter-
riblo as un Amerlcan trylng to put on
Engllsh accenl—trylng to pretend
that be's an English swell?

“An American of this type got lost
in the Birand ‘one day, and & saun-
tered up 10 & bobbie and sajd: |

“¥ pay, me mahn, don't you know,
1s this the way to Westmlnster Ab-

“The poblbis guve him a scoranful
look.
#iy4, wmeln herr,” he sald curtly;

ik.. L]

True to Nuture,
late it was, belleye me, I made for

hgioe. ke u streak of Lghtning.
¥riend u-n_dv-ﬁi}-'ﬂn sy
m'.’ B.m“-. - '.'_: - iky i
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TheKitchen §
Cabinet ~s»

(@ 1931, Wasters Newspapsr Unon.)
“Life fa not'n cup to be drained but
an offerlog to be pouted oul

—_—

HELPS FOR THE HOUBEWIFE.
Chill sance may be prepared any
timé during the year with a few

eanned tomstoes, adding

tities, put the tomatoes
through the weat chop-
per and use the julce,
canned, for soup.

Tie old can rubbers togother In tha
form of a mat to use to save the en-
amel of the sink, when using dish
pans and dralners, These mals are
ulso good to use on loe to keep dishes
from alipping

Place small rings on the inside hem
of the curtalos o bedrooms, bave
small hooks on the side of the case-
ment; the curtalns may be hung by
the riogs st night, securing better
veutlintion and saving the blowlog of
the curtalns. These hooks and rings
will be found useful to hang up the
curlains when Bweeping the room.

When bleaching clothes, ng soon as
dry turn the hose on them, then let
the sun dry; the repented wetting and
drylng will bleach cloth much sooner
than the old manner,

Baskets and mats of sweel grass
may be restored to fragrancs by &
quick dipping of the article Inta bolks
lug water,

Wood, such ns posts, stakes or trel-
lises which must be driven into tha
ground, will last twice ns long If the
#surface is charred by fire.

Make the candy for the children
at home und save the price of one
pound of candy, having threa of home-
made.

To Fill Crucks—Soak newspaper in
a paste made by using one-half pountd
of flour, one-half pound of alum, and
three quarts of water, Mix well and
boil. It should be ss thick as putty
when It Ia ready to use. Force it Into
cracks In floors, walnscoting or other
eracks, It hardens llke papler mache
and filla permanently any cracks.

e that has character need have no
fear of his eondition. Charactar will
draw condition Aafter it — H W,
Boeocher, ¥

BOME MAIN DISHES, ==
Here are & few dishes, some -of
which*may be used as the mnin disk
for the wmeal
Mexican Ham,
—Tuke n slice of
ham cut twice as
thick ns that used
for ordinary fry-
. ing, rub a amail
teuspoonful of
wustard ioto Ite
surface with a tablespoonful of brown
gugar. Luy this In the boitom of &
large casserole or baking pan. FPare
and slice thin sufficient potatoes for
the family, Cover the bam to the
depth of two or thres Dot with
bits of butter unless ham bas
plénty of fat on the edges.
with pepper and cover with milk as
yon would prepare escalloped pota-
toes. Bake In a moderate oven for
two lours. The ham
and deMcions and can
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apples, using two-thirds the quantity of
apple to one-third of apricots,
Cottage Chessds Plo.—Melt two table-
spoonfuls of bulter; In It cook two
tnhlespoonfuls of cornstarch and ona-
of malt; n
thirds of-a cupful of honey or
ona cupful :lll cottage clieene

83

i

through m ricer, the yolks of thres
egpe beaten lght, the grated rind of
A lemon or orange; mix {(horotighiy
and torn luto s pastry lined plste In
tbe sume mancer s for ¢ustard ple.
Bake until firm. Beut the whites of
three eggs lght, ndd four tablespoon-
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